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1. In the lead-up to Mary MacKillop’s canonization last year, much focus on the business of miracles (1, 2, 3,), the recipients of the miracles, expert Vatican panel of medical  advisers (believer and non-believer), conundrum of ‘who’ performed the miracle (God or Mary MacKillop), the nature of heavenly intercession (and the ecumenical implications of this!). What got lost in translation is the fact that causes were quickly ‘moved along’ by the late John Paul II, dropped the requirement for third miracle and abolished the position of ‘Devil’s Advocate’. Compared to history, Mary MacKillop’s beatification (1996) and subsequent canonization was done with lightning speed!!
2. A lot was made of Mary MacKillop’s ‘excommunication’ at the hands of Bishop Shiel of Adelaide. Questionable canonical penalty, but raised the important issue authority in the Church and the never-ending problem of the relationship of the centre to the periphery and respecting the rights and independence of religious institutes. Mary MacKillop is highly favoured because of this ‘under-dog’ status and victim of authority. 
3. Once we started to move beyond the sensational headlines, what image of Mary MacKillop started to emerge? What did we really see? That which we already knew: she was raised up from this very soil and in this very city. No pious European plaster image of dubious historicity!!), people started speaking about Mary MacKillop as a ‘real’ saint. What do we mean by this sense of being ‘real’? Real, I think, also means tangible. She was born in Brunswick St, received the sacraments of initiation at St Francis Church, founded her first school in Penola, convents all around the country speak of Mary MacKillop ‘staying here or visiting’, buried in that remarkably beautiful yet simple chapel in Nth Sydney … with the two inscriptions ‘Remember, we are but travelers here’ and ‘In St Joseph’s hands I leave you’. 
4. Theological perspective – Mary MacKillop was a true pioneer like many early Australians. She saw a need and did something about it herself. She didn’t establish a European model of religious life for the upper classes. Mary went out into the harsh Australian outback and rolled up her sleeves for the dirty work that was necessary. This is her sanctity and spirituality – practical and pragmatic, not writing in the clouds but with her feet firmly on the ground. Her order was very egalitarian, very Australian. No ranking of choir sisters and lay sisters like the others. We admire this because her holiness was (is) practical, authentic and a little rugged like the Australian landscape that she worked in – vast distances, few luxuries, drought, flood, fire and flies!!!
5. Mary MacKillop dedicated her life to the poor and the needy, the outcast and the marginalized, the vulnerable and the dispossessed. In his ministry in the Gospel, Jesus has a particular concern for these people – the lost, the last and the least. Mary MacKillop not only loved them and served them but she inspired an incredible band of women to follow in her footsteps. She showed what today we call ‘real leadership’. That’s why she is a remarkable model of faith to all Australians but especially to young people in particular. In our contemporary culture that is obsessed with fame, wealth, shadow ‘celebrity’ and the appalling and degrading garbage of ‘Big Brother’, Mary MacKillop reminds us what it is like to live lives of authentic Gospel service for others. Not enough today to use the empty cliché’ of ‘making a difference’. Look at Mary MacKillop and her legacy. We should never talk about ‘make a difference’ unless we are prepared to roll up our sleeves and find a bit of dirt under our fingernails!!
6. Mary MacKillop suffered greatly in life and was misunderstood, misrepresented and harshly criticized. Despite this, she had the enormous power of forgiveness. She did not speak harshly of others. More importantly, despite many setbacks she never, ever gave up. This I think is her most enduring attribute. She trusted in God and God’s will for her life even though many storm clouds encircled her. Her faith was tested many times and Mary MacKillop could have simply packed up the whole show and disappeared from history. But Mary MacKillop never gave up and never despaired. On many occasions when I have gone to Nth Sydney and prayed at her tomb, I notice the remarkable collection of people who stop there for prayer and reflection. I remember asking myself, ‘Why is this woman so popular? Why do people love her so much?’ Because in their need, they find in Mary MacKillop a person who never gave up in the face of adversity. There is a certain toughness and pragmatic determination that the Australia spirit and character admires in her. 
7. At the end of the day, for all that has been written and said about her, and there will be more in the future, the central theological perspective is that Mary MacKillop brought the gospel to life – she went out in search of the lost, she bandaged up the wounded, she brought healing to those who were sick, and brought the light of Christ to places of human misery, darkness and despair. It is in this that Mary MacKillop speaks to the reality of our Australian landscape – we steel ourselves and never give up, we go out to help the neighbor in need regardless of class, religion, culture or ethnicity. Mary MacKillop who has been ‘raised to the altars of heaven’ speaks across nations, cultures, creeds and languages. She is a woman of the city and the outback, for those who are young and those in the sunset of their lives, for those born here and the newly arrived who call Australia home. She is a friend to the poor and the needy, the broken and the afflicted, those struggling with life and those seeking home, the vulnerable and the marginalized. 
