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Notes for opening remarks at Panel Session, Friday 14 October 2011
As a young woman in my 20s, Mary MacKillop was a favorite of mine. I was searching out how to live an authentic Christian life and here she was – accessible, radical, practical, standing up to the powers that be; and a woman – a woman of faith.

I’ve been asked to speak about how Mary might guide and inspire a community services organization, a Catholic CSO today.

I’ll be drawing on what’s been said last night by Frank Brennan and today by Katrina Brill and Joan Healy and others who’ve spoken.

I work at Jesuit social services - our vision is to build a just society and we do that by standing in solidarity with those in need and influencing hearts and minds through our advocacy.

So Mary MacKillop has a lot to say to us and to our approach. 
In our Jesuit tradition our starting point is gratitude - and this fits with Mary who said that gratitude, is the memory of the heart! And it’s true – if we stop and remember we will inevitably be led to gratitude, because we have so much to be grateful for; everything is a gift.

Mary had a deep faith - faith in a loving God, a God who loves the poor, embraces and includes everyone - this has much to say about who we are as CSO’s and whom we reach out to.

Mary said ‘Never see a need without doing something about it.’  But first of all, how do you get to see that need?  You have to be present, you have to be in relationship you have to listen.  That really fits with our approach about being grounded in relationship.  
But then we come to this – what do we do about what we see?

Because we must do something - not wait for others. The doing will be about direct action, but it must also be about influencing for change, about advocacy to address structural injustice.

This is a leadership role – and it’s what Mary did. She went to Rome and challenged the powers that be.  How courageous was that?

So what are the powers that we need to challenge?  Yes government – when we see unjust policies, legislation.  But, and I speak as an insider a faithful Catholic, I think one of the greatest challenges that we face, we who are Church – is to challenge our Church at this time.

When I read the Gospel readings of this week I’m amazed again at what Jesus was saying, who he was in his context. Challenging the scribes, the Pharisees, lawyers, about the burdens they place on people.  No wonder he got killed!  This is the person we follow, we walk in his footsteps.

Mary did it and so must we.  The Church, the people, are suffering. They are scandalized, bereft.
I’m not sure exactly how to do this but I’m reminded of Bill Morris’s words reported to us by Frank Brennan last night, “You’ve got a voice. Use it”
So, in summing up:
Gratitude; grounded relationship; listen and learn; and then do something about it -Intervene directly but also advocate.

I think Mary would be happy with that.
