Genevieve Exton:

WHEN GREATNESS CALLS WHO WILL ANSWER?     Did anyone see this slogan on the AFL grand final advertisements around the train stations? When greatness calls who will answer? I’m serious, that is actually what it had. And I am from Geelong, so it is appropriate for me to bring up the football.

The week those ads had been put up I had just arrived back from WYD, an event which was too joyous and uplifting for words to express. And I got back and was hit by the reality of real life. People had no idea of the love with which God created them and the marvelous plan God had for their lives. It occurred to me that they didn’t know because no one had told them. 

So there I was waiting for the city loop to pick me up and suddenly I had this image of a bit more than 100 years ago. The people of Australia thirsting for the message of the Gospel and God, Greatness, calling out “who shall I send?” and Mary MacKillop picking up her cross and saying “Here I am Lord, send me!”

I don’t think this thirst has changed, in fact it has probably got bigger. And therefore the example of Mary MacKillop is now more than ever relevant.

I was extremely lucky to be sponsored by the Geelong Deanery to go to Mary MacKillop’s Canonisation. I will never forget coming out of St. Peter’s Basilica after having a tour the eve of the Canonisation and seeing the banner of Mary up on the outside wall of the Basilica with the other saints to be Canonised. I felt quiet emotional. I was so inspired by the fact that she was from my country.

I have a blog about Mary and I was posting on it before I left and whilst I was away. Almost 5,000 people have looked on this blog. That proves to me that people are interested in Mary, she gives them hope. When someone is a light in the darkness, people cannot help but be drawn to that.

I’m going to be a teacher, like Mary MacKillop. When I talk to children about Mary, I tell them about her life and how her mission was to help God’s people. Then I mention that she can help us even more now, through her prayers because she is in heaven. I tell them that I ask Mary to pray for me all the time and that when I feel she is praying for me I say she is Macking my day. The children love this saying. In fact, at my last talk which was at St. Robert’s in Newtown, Geelong the children where jumping out of the room to lunch singing MAC MY DAY! MAC MY DAY! 

I think that love of Mary is testimony to the fact that first and foremost, she sees so much in us and this country.

Over all, in Mary I see someone who was so close to God, that His love welled up in her and was spread out across the country. When I am on rounds in a classroom, at University, spending time with my family and friends, I can follow Mary’s example and be a witness to what she would call “our great God” and through this I can be like Mary and say “here I am Lord, send me.”

Thank you


