Dear friends:

This note is to update you on some high level personnel changes in our sector.  Thanks to each of these leaders for their contribution to specific organizations and to the Catholic social services sector more generally.  I’m confident in wishing each of them best wishes on behalf of all Catholic Social Services Victoria personnel, and in wishing each of their parent bodies well in their efforts to replace such proven performers. 
Regards, Denis Fitzgerald
Bishop Chris Prowse – appointment as Bishop of Sale

Over the past two years Bishop Christopher Prowse has, among other things, been Episcopal Vicar for Justice and Social Services in the Archdiocese of Melbourne.  In that role, he has visited a large number of CSSV member agencies, and he has been a strong supporter of welfare and related work in the Archdiocese.  He has also had direct responsibilities in supporting and guiding CSSV. [image: image2.jpg]



Last week, Bishop Chris was appointed Bishop of Sale.  In this role he will continue his responsibility for the Church’s work of justice and compassion, but with a focus on his new Diocese.  This will involve direct responsibility for Centacare Gippsland, and continued involvement with the range of CSSV members that have operations in the Sale Diocese.  It will also involve continued responsibility for CSSV, as one of the auspicing bishops.

Many thanks to Bishop Chris for his support for the sector, particularly in recent yeas, and best wishes to him in his new role.  He has asked all of us to pray for him as he prepares to take up his new responsibilities, and he has regularly assured all those involved in Catholic social services of his prayers for us.

Archbishop Hart has welcomed all to a Farewell Mass which Bishop Prowse will celebrate at St Patrick's Cathedral Melbourne on Friday 10th July at 7.30 pm followed by light refreshments.  The Solemn Mass and Liturgical Reception of Bishop Prowse as Bishop of Sale will be take place at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sale, 2pm on Wednesday, 15th July 2009.

Fr Peter Slater has been Administrator of the Diocese of Sale since the retirement in January 2008 of Bishop Jeremiah Coffey.  Fr Peter has been a strong supporter of Catholic social services, and of Centacare Gippsland in particular.  Thanks and best wishes to Fr Peter for his work as Administrator, in addition to his parish leadership role in Berwick.  We look forward to his continued involvement in and support for the Church’s mission of service.
No word yet on a replacement for Bishop Chris as Episcopal Vicar for Justice and Social Services.

Paul Linossier – taking on new challenges
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Congratulations to Paul Linossier, CEO of MacKillop Family Services since its inception in 1997, on his appointment as Executive Director of Early Childhood Development with the Victorian Government, in the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development.  

Building on a career in child protection and organizational development, Paul has made a considerable contribution to the Catholic social services sector.  Of particular significance has been his leadership in the building of MacKillop as an organisation, bringing together a number of child and family support agencies that had been conducted by the Christian Brothers, Sisters of Mercy, and Sisters of St Joseph.  From July this year, MacKillop formally expands into New South Wales, as it brings Edmund Rice Community Services under its banner.  Service as Chair of Catholic Social Services Victoria was one of the many ways that he positively impacted on the sector as a whole.  
Best wishes to Paul in his strategic new role, as he leaves behind a MacKillop Family Services that is now well past the stage of organizational formation, and thanks for his contribution to the role of Catholic social services in the state.  
The MacKillop Board expects to advertise the CEO role in early July.
Michael Yore – Good Shepherd
After more than 22 years at the helm, Michael Yore will soon be moving on from his position as Executive Director of Good Shepherd Youth and Family Services.  
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As well as building up the size and reach of Good Shepherd, and playing a major role in the development of Good Shepherd’s policy, research and advocacy work and the expansion of its national microfinance programs leading, a key feature of Michael’s role over the past decades has been his leading the development and transmission of the Agency’s mission and values and his work to Inspire and collaborate with staff and external stakeholders in the creation of the Agency’s vision and programs.  

Michael has also had extensive involvement with the broader Good Shepherd community:  He is a member of the Board which oversees the mission effectiveness work of the Good Shepherd Sisters in their Australia/New Zealand Province and liaises with similar Good Shepherd bodies in the Asia/Pacific region. His new role with the national Good Shepherd organization will build on that involvement.
A public ‘thank you’ to Michael for his support for the broader Catholic social services community, including Catholic Social Services Victoria; and, by working with Michael in his new role, we at CSSV look forward to forging stronger relations with the broader Good Shepherd body.

Michael’s position has been advertised - http://www.goodshepvic.org.au/www/385/1001127/displayarticle/job-seekers--1001205.html 
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