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Breakfast session 22 July 2009

Post bushfire reconstruction and community rebuilding

Speaker: Janet Cribbes
· Project Coordinator for the Bushfire Community Response at Centacare
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Catholic Social Services Victoria’s most recent breakfast session saw a variety of members from different agencies gathered to hear Janet Cribbes present an update on the bushfire recovery program.
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On 7 February 2009 the ‘Black Saturday’ fires raged through 78 townships. It destroyed thousands of homes and buildings leaving 7,500 people homeless and killing 173 people. The towns most affected were in the north-east of Melbourne, including Kinglake, Marysville, Narbethomg, Strathewen and Flowerdale.
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To date committees have been established, workshops organised and extra staff employed by Centacare Catholic Family Services to assist in the direct face to face contact with residents. In addition, various gathering spaces have been setup in the affected townships where people can collect food, clothing and access counselling services. 


The general consensus is that the emotional scars from this trauma will be felt for many years to come. Young children will most likely carry this through into adulthood. It is therefore vital that the victims are not left out in the cold even after the physical signs of this tragedy have disappeared and new buildings and homes start to rise out of the ashes. 
Further information can be obtained from the Melbourne Archdiocese website – in particular the Recovery Newsletter , at www.cam.org.au/recovery-newsletter/ 
Emmy Silvius, 23 July 2009 
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The main objectives of Janet and her team are to work in partnership with the affected communities in order to address gaps in immediate welfare requirements as well as look at strengthening needs not currently being addressed over the longer term. The aim is to develop a sustainable community development response that leaves these communities in better shape after the bushfire recovery than they were prior to the fires.








Janet Cribbes with Chair of Centacare Gippsland, Brian Crockett








